
Principal’s Report—September 27, 2018 
  

1.   Enrollment 
  
a.           Present enrollment 205  
b. New family to St. Mary’s School, with 3 children, beginning tomorrow 
  
2.           Staff 
  
a.           Peter Short is going back on LTD, effective tomorrow, and this was relayed to me 
yesterday. This does not give us a lot of time to transition to find an interim 
replacement until John Mills is able to take over permanently, however, Mr. Mills has 
committed to helping us out for the next couple weeks. Ideally, Mr. Mills would be able 
to stay for the remainder of the year, but he is still dealing with personal matters, and 
cannot commit at this time. 
b. Mrs. Lortie-Holm and Mr. Martinen have been welcome additions to our staff, 
providing excellent Learning Resource leadership, and P.E./Tech specialties, 
respectively. 
c. As you know, Mrs. Paula DeWitt and her son, Bevin Van Liempt, are 
subcontracted to teach Music to all grades, and Band to grade 6/7. They would like to 
have a conversation regarding their current compensation.  
d. All our teachers have been working hard to get themselves ready for the CISVA 
evaluation next week. I have been extremely impressed with their Long-Range & Unit 
Plans, along with the arrangement of their classrooms. 
 
Pro-D 

 
a.  Our first Pro-D of the year is happening on Friday, October 19th. Since I gave the 
teachers our usual day for Staff Retreat (Pro-D day before Sept. 4th) to prepare their 
plans & classrooms for the upcoming evaluation, we will hold our Staff Retreat on the 
next Pro-D day instead. Since this is after both CISVA & Ministry evaluations, the 
mood will be more conducive for a retreat of this nature. 
b. CISVA nomenclature: Carolyn Dostal will continue serving as our school’s EFDF, 
while Jeanine Sallos will now be our V4L rep.  

                           
  
 
 



 
3.           Students 
  
a.  Our grade 7 class had a busy week! The had their new-to-St. Mary’s School 
Student Leadership Team speeches & elections on Monday and Tuesday, with 4 grade 
7 students elected. Yesterday, they left for Camp Squeah for Outdoor Ed. Mrs. 
Choboter is with them of course, along with other staff members, Mr. Martinen and 
Krissy Buckle, and other parent volunteers.  
b. Games Night last Friday was a success, many students attending, and a lot of 
fun with a new spin on an old classic. 
c. We’ve seen quite a number of new students with learning assistance come to our 
school, with parents speaking highly of our reputation as a school that serves the most 
vulnerable with great proficiency. This affirms our decision and commitment as a PEC 
to provide care to the most vulnerable, and it is something we should be proud of. One 
thing to keep in mind is that a grade 1 student has Cerebral Palsy and fortunately his 
classroom is on the main floor. What happens next year (upstairs)? 
d. International Student short-term hosting opportunity: end of Jan. - beginning of 
Feb. for 8-10 students 
  
4.           School Community/Business 
  
a. Katy Sgouraditis has brought forward a Corporate Sponsorship Plan for our 
review, and I believe this is a key piece going forward for financial sustainability and 
future facility improvement.  
b. It is clear that our Parent/School Handbook needs to be updated; last update 
happens to be the last year we had a CISVA/Ministry Evaluation: 2012. Mrs. Weberg 
and Pat have been re-tooling it with me, but will need PEC approval before enacting 
any changes. 
 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Thomas Slivinski 
  
 
 


